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3> CU Claims Nos.: 
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2. Q As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of 
any additional fee. 
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only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 
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Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

|~| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 



Form PCT/ISA/21 0 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT SE2003/001248 



Box II. 2 

Present claims 1, 4-13 relate to an extremely large number of 
possible sulfur-containing compounds and products comprising 
these. In fact, the claim contains so many options that a lack of 
clarity and conciseness within the meaning of Article 6 PCT arises 
to such an extent as to render a meaningful search of the claims 
impossible . 

Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of 
the application which appear to be clear and concise, namely 
sulfate or sulfite salts in combination with lactic acid and 
ethanol or propanol . 

Further, the search has covered some general aspects of the 
invention to some extent, although it lacks the necessary 
precision in the definition of the subject matter. Consequently, 
the search for the general concept of alcohol or carboxylic acid 
will retrieve a pertinent document only if this concept is 
described in general terms in a reference. Specific solutions 
previously known and falling under the general concept but 
failing to mention this fact - are likely not to be revealed in 
such a search . 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or 
parts of claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no 
international search report has been established will not be the 
subject of an international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) 
PCT) . This is the case irrespective of whether or not the claims 
are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. 
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